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NEW  COLLECTORS  VIA  TV 


R.  S.  Yeoman 


To  an  imaginative  group  of  coin  dealers  in  the  Seattlc-Tacoma  area 
goes  credit  for  a  first  in  the  realm  of  numismatic  television  promotion. 
Sparked  by  Red  Book  panelist  Gene  Henry,  in  association  with  Syl 
O’Donnell,  Station  KTNT-TV  has  started  a  thirteen-week  series  of  en¬ 
tertaining,  educational  coin  programs.  The  first  showing  was  viewed  Sat¬ 
urday,  April  2,  from  5:30  to  6:00  P.M. 

At  this  writing  the  program  has  appeared  on  several  Saturdays.  We  have 
seen  reruns  in  our  office  and  have  found  them  to  be  a  refreshing  approach 
to  the  subject  for  the  average  beginner  or  moderately  advanced  coin 
enthusiast.  Producer  Hen  Harkins  and  Gene’s  “girl  Friday,”  Marge  Gren- 
nan,  have  created  a  fine  background  and  format  by  way  of  introducing 
the  “Loose  Change  Club.”  Free  membership  cards  were  requested  by 
over  1200  viewers  following  the  first  appearance.  We  call  the  whole  proj¬ 
ect  an  unqualified  success. 

Here  is  a  grass  roots  approach  by  local  professional  numismatists  who 
rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  put  a  cleverly  contrived  idea  to  work.  1  he 
television  people  for  their  part  saw  this  family-type  program  as  a  natural 
and  went  along  with  the  plan.  We  understand  that  this  was  no  overnight 
creation,  but  rather  a  result  of  many  months  of  piecing  together  of  details 
which  had  to  l»e  ui  gait  need  slowly  into  a  pi  aclicul  piogiam.  ISo  outside 
sponsorship  was  solicited  during  the  preliminary'  period. 

Whitman  got  into  the  act  in  a  very  modest  way.  We  are  represented  by 
spot  commercials.  Our  products  and  those  of  other  publishers  and  manu¬ 
facturers  are  in  view  or  are  demonstrated  on  each  program.  The  success 
of  the  scries  is  assured.  I*ocal  business  houses  have  bought  time,  and  they 
are  not  necessarily  coin  stores.  The  point  which  is  important  is  that  these 
coin  dealers  have  created  an  ideal  climate  for  telling  their  story.  A  com¬ 
bination  of  work,  imagination  and  balanced  sponsorship  has  opened  the 
door  for  new  coin  collectors  and  has  renewed  the  interest  of  many  who 
had  lost  interest.  Our  hats  arc  off  to  our  enterprising  Seattle  friends. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


NEW  RED  BOOK  PRICES 
REFLECT 

CHANGING  MARKET 

The  theme  for  this  month’s  Mer¬ 
chandiser  is  appropriate  for  June — 
something  old,  something  new.  In  the 
first  department  we  have  an  old  favorite, 
the  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.S.  COINS, 
by  R.  S.  Yeoman.  Now  in  its  20th  Edi¬ 
tion,  it  approaches  being  called  the 
Granddaddv  of  the  coin  hobby.  In  the 
“something  new”  department,  we  will 
report  on  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD, 
by  William  Craig  and  LETS  COL¬ 
LECT  COINS,  by  Ken  Bressctt. 

Despite  its  twenty  years  of  existence, 
the  Reel  Book  boasts  several  new  fea¬ 
tures  this  year  which  will  make  it  a 
much  sought  after  item.  This  book, 
which  is  traditionally  a  best  seller  be¬ 
cause  of  its  storehouse  of  information 
and  current  coin  prices,  is  always  the 
object  of  careful  attention  on  Whit¬ 
man’s  part  to  see  that  it  is  improved 
each  year. 

The  1967  Edition  of  A  GUIDE 
HOOK  OF  UNITED  STATES  COINS 
contains  the  latest  coin  prices.  These 
values  have  been  determined  by  a  panel 
of  nearly  fifty  of  the  most  authoritative 
coin  dealers  throughout  the  country. 
This  year’s  careful  survey  and  averag¬ 
ing  of  prices  submitted  by  dealers  reflects 
a  radical  change  in  the  United  States 
coin  market,  and  every  coin  in  the  book 
has  been  given  careful  scrutiny  to  see 
that  prices  are  in  line  with  actual  mar¬ 
ket  conditions. 

In  the  past  few  years,  nearly  all  coins 
have  shown  a  marked  upward  trend. 
Such  was  not  the  case,  however,  this 
year,  as  many  coins  have  reached  a  pla¬ 
teau  where  buyer  resistance  dictates  that 
prices  must  remain  steady  or  be  low¬ 
ered. 

The  traditional  release  date  of  the 
new  Red  Book  is  July  1  each  year. 
Books  arc  already  on  press  and  will  be 
finished  and  ready  for  delivery  by  that 
date.  The  retail  price  remains  at  $1.75. 
As  usual,  they  will  be  packed  with  a 
colorful  window  streamer  in  every  car- 


ton  of  five  dozen.  This  year  a  new 
type  of  packaging  will  also  be  available. 
It  is  a  special  Pre  Pak  counter  display 
unit  of  two  dozen  Red  Books.  As  the 
illustration  shows,  this  new  unit  will  be 
ideal  for  store  use  to  stimulate  over-the- 
counter  sales.  This  Pre  Pak  display 
proudly  announces  Whitman’s  special 
50th  anniversary  offer — a  50c  discount 
on  a  one  year  subscription  to  the  Whit- 
man  Numismatic  journal.  A  social 
coupon  is  included  in  every  1967  Red 
Book. 

Technical  changes  in  the  Red  Book 
include  the  addition  of  some  popular 
varieties  of  older  United  States  coins, 
and  some  better  descriptions  of  certain 
varieties.  Additional  condition  columns 
were  added  to  many  series,  some  mint¬ 
age  figures  were  corrected,  and  of  course 
the  new  clad  coinage  is  listed.  Changes 
in  the  valuations  of  coins  arc  as  follows: 
Colonial  Coins.  Were  fairly  active  and 
up  approximately  15%  straight  across 
the  board.  Rarer  coins  which  have  not 
been  sold  during  the  past  year  did  not 
reflect  the  increase. 

Half  Cents.  In  general  demand  by  both 
the  date  and  type  collector.  Prices  up 
about  10%  across  the  board. 

Large  Cents.  Generally  up  in  value  for 
all  grades.  Coins  in  lower  grade  condi¬ 
tion  showed  an  increase  of  approxi¬ 
mately  5%,  while  higher  grade  coins 
were  up  10%.  The  1843  obverse  of 
1842  reverse  of  1844  in  Unc.  condition 
showed  the  most  dramatic  price  increase, 
going  from  $275  to  $400. 

Indian  Head  Cents.  The  general  lack  of 
interest  in  this  series  by  the  date  col¬ 
lector  resulted  in  a  downward  trend  in 
prices  for  coins  in  lower  grades  of  con¬ 
dition.  Prices  remained  steady  for  coins 
in  the  Unc.  and  Proof  categories. 


Lincoln  Cents.  The  market  has  been 
weak  and  unsteady.  Prices  down  in 
lower  grades  but  holding  steady  in  Unc. 
Some  of  the  key  dates  down  by  as  much 
as  10%.  A  few  prices  did  go  up,  par¬ 
ticularly  early  Proof  coins.  Nearly  all 
late  date  Unc.  prices  arc  down.  Prices 
of  coins  in  lower  grades  of  condition 
were  added  to  the  I930’s  and  1940’s. 
Two  Cent  Pieces.  Becoming  more  popu¬ 
lar  by  the  date  collector  and  prices 
slightly  higher  throughout  the  entire 
series. 

Three  Cent  Nickel.  Unc.  and  Proof 
coins  showing  a  slightly  upward  price 
trend. 

Shield  Nickels,  Liberty  Nickels  and  Buf¬ 
falo  Nickels.  Prices  holding  steady  in 
lower  grades  of  condition,  up  slightly 
in  Unc.  and  Proof  categories. 

Jefferson  Nickels.  Many  prices  down  for 
dates  in  Unc.  and  Proof  condition. 
Prices  of  coins  in  lower  conditions  re¬ 
main  unchanged. 

Three  Cents  Silver.  In  strong  demand 
by  type  collectors.  Prices  up  10%  to 
20%  in  Unc.  and  Proof  categories. 
Other  values  remain  unchanged  while 
the  series  continues  to  be  ignored  by 
date  enthusiasts. 

Half  Dimes.  Values  of  early  dates  arc 
up  in  lower  grades  of  condition  as  de¬ 
mand  increases  for  type  specimens.  In 
the  later  dates,  prices  are  up  somewhat 


in  the  Good  category  and  up  consider¬ 
ably  in  the  Unc.  and  Proof  grades. 
Early  Dimes.  No  changes  except  for 
minor  increases  of  early  type  pieces.  In 
the  later  dates,  Unc.  and  Proof  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  Liberty  Seated  type  show 
an  upward  trend.  The  1829-1837  type 
up  approximately  20%  in  Unc. 

Barber  Dimes.  Prices  up  slightly  in  Unc. 
and  Proof  grades.  No  price  changes  for 
circulated  coins. 

Mercury  Dimes.  Practically  no  changes 
whatsoever.  The  1942/1  up  $25.00  in 
Unc. 

Roosevelt  Dimes.  Proof  prices  adjusted. 
No  other  changes  in  this  series. 

Twenty  Cent  Pieces.  In  strong  demand 
as  type  coins.  Values  up  10%  to  20% 
in  all  conditions. 

Early  Quarters.  Prices  slightly  up,  in¬ 
dicating  some  demand  for  these  by  type 
collectors.  Strong  demand  for  bust  type 
coins  in  Unc.  condition. 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters.  Prices  gen¬ 
erally  steady.  A  few  changes  in  Unc. 
and  Proof. 

Barber  Quarters.  Prices  up  slightly  in 
Extremely  Fine,  Unc.  and  Proof  cate¬ 
gories.  $10.00  seems  to  be  a  new  base 
price  for  E.F.  coins  and  $32.50  for  Unc. 
Liberty  Standing  Quarters.  Early  dates 
up  in  all  grades.  Later  dates  up  in  Unc. 
only. 

Washington  Quarters.  Values  of  early 
dates  up.  Middle  and  later  dates  re¬ 
main  steady. 

Early  Half  Dollars.  This  entire  scries 
was  carefully  studied  and  many  prices 
adjusted.  Most  of  these*  show  an  upward 
trend.  A  few  new  varieties  were  added 
to  the  listings.  Coins  in  better  grade 
condition  continue  to  rise,  particularly 
Unc.  and  Proof  Liberty  Seated  coins. 
Barber  Half  Dollars.  In  strong  demand 
by  both  type  and  date  collectors.  Minor 
adjustments,  mostly  upward,  in  the 
lower  grades.  Generally  up  in  higher 
grades,  especially  Unc.  and  Proof. 
$75.00  is  a  new  base  price  for  an  Un¬ 
circulated  type  coin. 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars.  Very 
popular  in  all  grades  and  up  signif¬ 
icantly  for  every-  date.  Apparently  one 
of  the  most  active  United  States  series  at 
this  time.  Prices  for  E.F.  coins  now  in¬ 
cluded  for  every-  dale.  V.F.  grade  pric¬ 
ing  added  to  later  dates. 

Franklin  Half  Dollars.  Prices  holding 
fairly  steady.  The  1949  down  signif¬ 
icantly,  as  arc  a  few  other  dates. 
Early  Dollars.  The  entire  series  of 
Liberty  Seated  and  earlier  dollars  up 
slightly  in  all  grades. 

Morgan  Dollars.  Some  minor  price  ad¬ 
justments,  but  generally  up  in  all  grades. 
Proof  prices  up  considerably.  Lowest 
priced  Proof  $180.00. 


Peace  Dollars.  Some  downward  price 
adjustment  with  only  a  few  coins  show¬ 
ing  an  upward  trend.  In  this  scries 
more  price  fluctuations,  both  up  and 
down,  were  shown  than  in  any  other 
group. 

Trade  Dollars.  The  only  series  to  show 
increases  in  prices  for  coins  of  every 
date  and  in  every  condition. 

Gold  Dollars.  Modest  price  advances 
throughout  the  entire  series. 

Quarter  Eagles.  Several  price  adjust¬ 
ments  of  the  early  dates  to  bring  more 
in  line  with  actual  scarcity.  1840.  1840D 
and  1842  prices  up  considerably.  The 
true  scarcity  of  many  dates  is  becoming 
apparent  as  more  date  collectors  enter 
the  field.  A  new  condition,  Fine,  was 
added  for  the  Indian  Head  type. 

Three  Dollar  Gold.  A  general  upward 
trend  of  prices  throughout  this  series. 
In  strong  demand  as  a  type  coin.  Fine 
condition  column  added. 

Half  Eagles.  Prices  up  in  spotty  cases, 
but  no  particular  trend  is  apparent.  CC 
mint  pieces  are  in  demand.  Fine  condi¬ 
tion  column  added  to  this  scries. 
Eagles.  Prices  of  nearly  all  dates  and 
grades  up  slightly  as  the  scries  begins 
to  attract  the  attention  of  date  collec¬ 
tors.  All  CC  mint  gold  coins  appear  to 
be  popular.  Indian  Head  type  eagles 
generally  advanced  in  price  for  most 
dates  and  grades.  A  Fine  condition  col¬ 
umn  was  added  for  Liberty  Head  and 
Indian  Head  types. 

Double  Eagles.  Many  prices  are  up,  but 
in  a  spotty  pattern.  Several  prices  went 
down,  particularly  in  the  St.  Gaudens 
series.  Date  collectors  appear  to  be  in¬ 
terested  in  this  scries.  Most  of  the  CC 
mint  mark  pieces  are  up  in  price.  Fine 
or  Very  Fine  condition  columns  were 
added  where  lacking. 

Commemorative  Half  Dollars.  The 
market  for  United  States  commemora¬ 
tive  coins  remains  weak  and  inactive. 
Very  few  prices  were  adjusted  upward. 
In  some  cases  prices  were  down  about 
5%. 


INTEREST 
BEARING  NOTES 


The  April  issue  of  Fortune  Magazine 
contained  a  remarkable  and  very  well 
written  article  about  coin  collecting. 
The  author  was  obviously  well  versed  in 
his  subject  and  gave  a  straight-from-thc- 
shoulder  account  of  what  has  gone  on  in 


the  hobby  for  the  past  few  years.  His 
estimate  of  the  number  of  United  States 
collectors,  current  market  trends,  and 
the  influence  of  speculators  is  consistent 
with  our  own  observations.  Also  pleas¬ 
ing  to  us  was  the  prominent  mention 
of  Whitman’s  GUIDE  BOOK  and 
HANDBOOK,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman. 

For  some  time  now  Whitman  has 
noticed  a  consumer  demand  for  an  in¬ 
expensive  check  list  of  United  States 
coins.  The  40<*  Check  List,  No.  9091, 
has  done  a  good  job  of  taking  care  of 
most  of  the  market,  but  there  does  seem 
to  be  a  need  for  an  even  lower  priced 
item.  To  meet  this  demand,  a  29<*  ver¬ 
sion  has  been  designed  and  will  be  ready 
for  sale  on  June  1. 

The  Whitman  29<?  BASIC  CHECK 
LIST  OF  U.S.  COINS  is  a  condensed 
smaller  version  of  its  big  brother.  The 
new  size,  3"  x  4}4",  is  convenient  to 
carry.  Listings  include  all  copper,  nickel 
and  silver  coins,  including  proof  sets, 
but  do  not  include  gold  coins. 

A  colorful  cover  and  convenient  blis¬ 
ter  pack  carding  make  this  a  “natural” 
for  store  display  in  well  trafficked  areas. 
Ask  for  stock  No.  9382. 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 
NOW  ON  PRESS 

The  long  awaited  initial  printing  of 
COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  by  William 
D.  Craig,  is  now  nearly  completed  and 
books  will  be  ready  for  distribution  on 
June  15.  This  book,  which  has  been 
four  years  in  preparation,  has  been  a 
source  of  unending  hours  of  research 


and  toil.  As  publisher  and  printer  of 
this  book,  we  look  forward  to  its  appear¬ 
ance  with  the  same  enthusiasm  as  the 
host  of  collectors  who  have  shown  an 
overwhelming  interest  in  the  book  since 
its  first  announcement. 


COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  1750- 
1850,  is  a  book  that  covers  exactly  what 
its  name  implies:  a  complete  listing  of 
all  of  the  coins  issued  by  every  country 
during  that  hundred  year  period.  It 
covers  an  area  generally  neglected  in 
numismatic  literature  and  is  a  perfect 
companion  to  MODERN  WORLD 
COINS,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman  which  lists 
coins  issued  from  approximately  1850 
to  the  present).  It  is  bound  to  be  a  boon 
to  collectors  of  foreign  coins  who,  up  to 
now,  have  had  no  single  source  of  in¬ 
formation  or  handy  reference  for  classi¬ 
fying  these  coins.  With  interest  in  world 
coins  at  an  all  time  high,  we  can  only 
feci  that  this  book  will  be  one  of  the 
most  popular  coin  catalogs  ever  pro¬ 
duced.  Advance  orders  for  the  book 
and  an  avalanche  of  inquiries  by  col¬ 
lectors  all  bear  this  out. 


The  new  publication,  despite  its  great 
scope,  is  contained  in  768  pages.  It  has 
a  hard  cover  library  binding  with  head 
band,  and  an  attractive  multi-colored 
dust  jacket.  Stock  number  is  9363,  and 
the  retail  price  is  a  modest  $6.00.  When 
one  considers  the  amount  of  informa¬ 
tion  packed  into  this  book,  it  could 
truthfully  be  said  that  it  is  worth  its 
weight  in  gold. 

Some  of  the  salient  features  of  the 
book  are  as  follows:  Every  coin  from 
1750  to  1850  is  listed,  together  with 
current  market  values.  Denominations, 
from  the  smallest  copper  pieces  to  gold 
and  even  platinum,  are  all  included  in 
this  book.  Each  type  is  illustrated  or 
thoroughly  described.  Listings  are  care¬ 
fully  designed  to  form  a  continuity  up 
to  the  point  where  the  MODERN 
WORLD  COIN  CATALOG  takes 
over.  In  each  case,  a  logical  division  of 
the  series  has  been  tnade  so  that  the  two 
books  stop  and  start  at  approximately 
1850. 

Coins  arc  listed  alphabetically  accord¬ 
ing  to  country.  Historical  information  is 
supplied  throughout  the  book,  monetary 
systems  explained,  and  pertinent  numis¬ 
matic  information  given  wherever  it 
would  seem  helpful.  All  pattern  or 
otherwise  questionable  issues  arc  ex¬ 
plained  or  discussed. 

All  in  all,  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD, 
by  William  Craig,  is  a  most  remarkable 
book.  The  four  long  years  that  have 
gone  into  its  preparation  are  reflected  on 
every  page.  The  able  author  and  all 
contributors  to  this  work  deserve  the 
laurels  and  plaudits  of  the  entire  nu¬ 
mismatic  fraternity. 


ENGLISH  COIN  BOOK  IN  FIFTH  PRINTING 


NEW  COIN  BOOK 
FOR  BEGINNERS 


If  prices  of  American  coins  have  sta¬ 
bilized  somewhat  in  the  past  year,  and 
prices  of  foreign  coins  soared  to  new 
heights,  then  what  adjective  can  we 
use  to  describe  the  price  trend  of  Eng¬ 
lish  coins?  If  fantastic  were  not  such  an 
overworked  word  I  would  be  tempted 
to  use  that.  In  truth,  the  new  values  of 
English  coins  are  astounding,  and  if,  as 
I  suspect,  they  arc  a  true  reflection  of 
the  popularity  of  this  series,  then  collect¬ 
ing  in  this  area  is  bound  to  continue  at 
a  rapid  pace  and  undoubtedly  values 
will  continue  to  increase  for  several 
years  to  come.  These  observations  arc 
made  after  having  assembled  prices  for 
the  new-  Fifth  Edition  GUIDE  BOOK 
OF  ENGLISH  COINS.  The  prices 
were  compiled  from  information  sub¬ 
mitted  by  a  panel  of  sixteen  dealers 
and  represent  a  cross  section  of  price 
trends  both  in  this  country  and  England. 

The  new  prices  alone  are  enough  to 
make  this  fifth  edition  indispensable  to 
the  collector  of  English  coins.  In  addi¬ 


tion  to  this,  however,  more  information 
has  been  added  to  the  book,  including 
the  just  released  1965  mintage  figures 
and  a  new  chapter  on  Bank  of  England 
Tokens. 

Always  a  popular  item  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  the  new  edi¬ 
tion,  dated  1966-67,  will  undoubtedly 
continue  to  be  the  prime  source  of  in¬ 
formation  regarding  statistics  and  prices 
for  collectors  of  English  coins.  One  of 
the  most  popular  features  of  this  book 
is  the  simplicity  of  coin  listings,  which 
groups  coins  by  denominations  rather 
than  by  the  outmoded  and  cumbersome 
system  of  lumping  all  denominations 
under  each  monarch.  All  English  coins 
from  1797  to  the  present  are  listed  and 
priced  in  up  *-  condition. 

Due  to  an  .ufacturing 

costs,  the  retai.  ■>  book  must 

be  changed  to  $i.„.  ...  order  to  retain 
the  high  quality  of  printing,  paper  and 
hard  bound  cover.  The  stock  number  is 
9060. 


What  would  a  beginning  coin  col¬ 
lector  read  if  he  were  not  ready  for  the 
Red  Book  or  even  the  Handbook?  That 
is  the  question  we  asked  ourselves,  and 
then  proceeded  to  put  together  an  in¬ 
formative  inexpensive  book  designed 
specifically  for  the  novice.  The  result — 
LETS  COLLECT  COINS,  by  Ken 
Brcssctt,  a  colorful  64  page  booklet  that 
should  do  much  to  stimulate  renewed 
interest  in  the  hobby. 


This  handy  new  book  goes  beyond  the 
usual  basic  introduction.  It  gives  not 
only  a  complete  history  of  coin  collect¬ 
ing  and  all  of  the  many  joys  and  benefits 
derived  therefrom,  but  also  includes  a 
concise  catalog  of  premium  coin  values. 
The  book  is  fully  illustrated  and  sports 
a  colorful  stiff  paper  cover,  a  remark¬ 
able  value  for  50<  retail.  Stock  num¬ 
ber  is  9380. 


Western's  stoff  of  experienced-  proof  renders  spend  mony  hours  in  checking  oil  coin  books  to  see  thot 
facts  and  figures  are  absolutely  perfect. 
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